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MALTA
It has been claimed for the Maltese that they are the
smallest pation with the longest history in the world.
Certainly the little Maltese group, comprising Malta, two-
thirds the size of the Isle of Wight, Gozo and Comino, can
show a continuous history from the Stone Age down to the
present day and like its sister Colony, Cyprus, in the Eastern
Mediterranean, it epitomizes in its own story the whole
history of the Middle sea in western civilization. Phoenicians,
Carthaginians, Romans, Arabs, Normans, Sicilians, Cas-
tilians, the famous Knights of Malta who represented the
flower of European chivalry, the French, and finally the
British have all in their turn left their mark in the islands,
but the Maltese people have preserved their racial integrity
through every change, with their own language and culture,
a language which is unique in Europe and resembles Arabic
in many respects.
Under the Phoenicians Malta became an important Colony
and one of the principal depots of Phoenician trade. To
them succeeded the Carthaginians, who held the island until
the second Punic War, when it passed to Rome. The Roman
rule endured for nearly a thousand years and much of it
was a period of great prosperity for the island, when magni-
ficent temples, mansions, baths and other evidences of
Roman civilization were built, though few relics remain.
During this period, the island, then known as Melita, was
the scene of the shipwreck in 58 A.0. of St. Paul, who con-
vetted the people to Christianity, which they retained
through all subsequent vicissitudes. The smaller island of
Gozo is known in Greek legend as Calypso's Isk, familiar
from the story of Tdemachus in the Odyssey.
After a period of disorder following the fall of the Roman
Empire, the Saracens became lords of the island in 870 and